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DfE Music GCSE subject content:  
 

• Engage actively in the process of music study. 
• Develop performing skills individually and in groups to communicate musically with  

fluency and control of the resources used. 
• Broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster creativity,  

develop knowledge, understanding and skills needed to communicate effectively as 
musicians. 

• Engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of music, in order to promote 
personal, social, intellectual and cultural development. 
 

 
  
 
 
Students can:  
 

• Describe the history behind ‘To Be Young, Gifted and Black’. 
• Reflect on the challenges people from minorities can face. 
• Write and compose a piece inspired by ‘To Be Young, Gifted and Black’. 

 
 
 
 
 
Supplied: 

• PowerPoint 
 
Needed: 

• Internet access for video streaming 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Read the lesson plan and familiarise yourself with the activities  
2. Familiarise yourself with the life of Lorraine Hansberry 
3. Optional: print Peer Assessment tables (slide 16), one per group x the number of groups 

you allocate. 

Aims 

Resources 

Preparation 

Learning Intentions 
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Time Slide(s) Activity Method 

 10 mins 4-7 Starter – 
Challenges People 
Face 

Consider the challenges Black and LGBT+ people may face. 
 
Easier: What challenges may Black people face today? What 
challenges may LGBT+ people face today? 
Harder: What challenges did Black people face in the US in 
the 1960’s? What challenges did LGBT+ people face in the 
1960’s? (Links later to lesson content on Lorraine 
Hansberry) 
Hardest: Do people who are Black and LGBT+ face any 
additional challenges than those who are Black or LGBT+? 
 

10 mins 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

Big Picture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning 
Intentions 

‘Music can change the world because it can change people.’  
 
Do you agree? Opportunity for class discussion (could 
reflect again later when discussing To Be Young, Gifted and 
Black and the Civil Rights Movement). 
 
(The Big Picture links lesson content to the real world and 
events happening outside of school) 
 
Opportunity to share the learning intentions, date and title. 

10 mins 10 Pair/Share Share some of Lorraine Hansberry’s history. 
 
ASK: What do you think ‘straight-washing’ is and why does it 
happen? 

10 mins 11-12 New Material Share Nina Simone’s To Be Young, Gifted and Black: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEMOxRxcJpo 
 
Whilst students listen they should think about the message 
in the song and why it became an anthem of the Civil Rights 
Movement. 
 
Optional: If you wish to share more of the song’s history you 
could play the interview with Nina Simone (nine minute 
film, linked on slide 12). 
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10 mins 13-14 Deepen Your 
Understanding 

Opportunity to deepen student’s understanding of privilege 
and why songs like Simone’s are written. 
Easier: Rich people are more privileged than poor people. 
Can you think of any other groups who are more privileged 
than others? 
Harder: Suggest how we can work towards equality. 
Hardest: Can we treat people differently and have equality? 
 
Some students may struggle with privilege and how it 
applies to them. The Project Humanities can be used to 
illustrate how people can be more privileged than others. 
 
White privilege checklist: 
https://projecthumanities.asu.edu/content/white-privilege-
checklist 
 
Heterosexual privilege checklist: 
https://projecthumanities.asu.edu/content/heterosexual-
privilege-checklist) 
 

45 mins 15 Review and Reflect 
Main Task 

Students compose a piece to inspire a group of less 
privileged young people. Could be: ‘Young, Gifted and 
Black’, ‘Young, Gifted and Queer’, etc. 
 

20 mins 16 Peer Assessment 
Opportunity  

Students perform their pieces for their peers. During the 
performance each of their peers/the other groups should 
write two good things and one thing to be improved in the 
performance on the Peer Assessment tables you have opted 
to print. 
 

5 mins 17  Final Thoughts ‘What do you think about white and non-LGBT+ singers 
receiving credit and making money from music created by 
Black and/or LGBT+ people?’ 


